
 
What alternatives exist for bringing full-fibre gigabit broadband 
services around Esher Place Estate? 

There are two basic options:


• we can wait (for an indeterminate time) for a national operator, with or without 
public sector support, to build a full-fibre network across our Estate; or  

• we can seize the opportunity to do it ourselves. 

It was tempting to think that option one could work. This  is after all the approach that 
central and local government have been promoting and attempting to implement since 
2012,  at least as far as so-called superfast broadband  (>24Mbps download speed)  is 
concerned. But, this is what we have today.

 

The difficulty is that, in our community, we are served from a street cabinet outside the 
Estate and connected to it via copper phone lines, many of which are 50 years old. This 
existing infrastructure cannot deliver  the gigabit  capable services which we need,  and 
which the government is now promoting as essential to our future: full-fibre direct to every 
home and business on the Estate is required.

 

Fortunately, earlier this year, the government introduced a voucher scheme funded by 
centre government through the Department for Digital, Media, Culture and Sport. With 
this scheme we are able to claim vouchers to a value of £500 for residential properties 
and up to £3,000 for ones that are used — even in part — by small businesses including 
sole traders.


We have received sufficient voucher applications for the Gigabit Broadband Voucher 
Scheme enabling us to go ahead with installing a gigabit capable network to every 
property on the Estate, without the need for any capital contribution by residents. We are 
planning to use Openreach as the entity to construct the network, which will mean full-
fibre broadband will be available to all and the network will form part of Openreach’s 
national network.


Minimum speeds on the network will be an ultrafast 100 Mbps, some three times faster 
than the maximum speeds attained today. And each individual property will be able to 
grow to gigabit speeds (1,000 Mbps) as their needs grow.


